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USDA Invests $11 Million in Partnerships to
Restore Wetlands, Support Historically
Underserved Producers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing $11 million in five Wetland Reserve
Enhancement Partnership (WREP) projects, two of them in Georgia, to bring together partners
and landowners to voluntarily return critical wetland functions to agricultural

landscapes. USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is funding two new
projects and providing additional funding to three existing ones that prioritize high-impact
projects and provide assistance to historically underserved farmers and ranchers. These
partnerships are part of USDA’s broader efforts to mitigate climate change by restoring
wetlands while also prioritizing assistance to underserved communities. Read More

Be on the Lookout: New Form Required for Some
NRCS Customers

If you are a producer or landowner who participates in USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) may
be reaching out by mail with information about a form you’ll need to fill out.

Starting this year, all producers and landowners participating or applying to participate in
certain NRCS conservation programs must complete form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan.
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Historically, to participate in these programs, legal entities could file either the CCC-901,
Member Information or the CCC-902, while individuals were not specifically required to file the
CCC-902 with FSA. Now, to ensure FSA and NRCS are properly determining payment
eligibility and maximum payment limitations, all customers must have a CCC-902 on file to
establish eligibility.

These changes will not affect participants who already have a Form CCC-902 with a
“determined” status recorded with FSA. Customers that do not have a CCC-902 on file with
FSA will be sent a letter in the mail in the coming weeks with detailed information on what is
needed and how to file the form. The letter requests that the form be completed within 30 days
of receiving the letter.

For added convenience, USDA is offering options for remote or in-person submission of the
CCC-902. Fiscal year 2021 was considered a transition year to ensure all NRCS program
participants can meet this updated filing requirement. Now that we are in FY 2022, if form
CCC-902 is not on file your payments may be impacted.

We can help: NRCS and FSA staff are available at USDA Service Centers nationwide to
provide information and assistance to walk you through meeting this filing requirement. For
more information, see the NRCS National Bulletin 300-21-7 or FSA Notice PL-293.

Higher Loan Limit Now Available for USDA
Guaranteed Farm Loans

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a higher loan limit will be available for
borrowers seeking a guaranteed farm loan starting Oct. 1, 2021, from $1.776 million to $1.825
million.

FSA farm loans offer access to funding for a wide range of producer needs, from securing
land to financing the purchase of equipment. Guaranteed loans are financed and serviced by
commercial lenders. FSA provides up to a 95% guarantee against possible financial loss of
principal and interest. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating
purposes.

In fiscal year 2021, FSA saw continued strong demand for guaranteed loans. FSA obligated
more than $3.4 billion in guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans. This includes nearly
$1.2 billion for beginning farmers. The number of guaranteed borrowers has grown by 10% to
more than 38,750 farmers and ranchers over the last decade. FSA expects the increasing
demand for farm loans to continue into fiscal year 2022.

Disaster Set-Aside Extension

USDA has additional support available to producers given the recent outbreaks of the COVID-
19 Delta variant and has extended the availability of COVID-19 Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) for
installments due through Jan. 31, 2022. In addition, FSA will permit a second DSA for COVID-
19 and a second DSA for natural disasters for those who had an initial COVID-19 DSA.
Requests for a COVID-19 DSA or a second DSA must be received no later than May 1, 2022.

Last year, FSA broadened the use of the DSA. Normally used in the wake of natural disasters,
the DSA can now allow farmers with USDA farm loans who are affected by COVID-19 and
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determined to be eligible, to have their next payment set aside. The set-aside payment’s due
date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to twelve months in the
case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to accrue interest until it
is repaid. This will improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current production cycle.

More Information

Producers can explore available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by
contacting their local USDA Service Center. Service Center staff continue to work with
agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because of the pandemic,
some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to set
up an in-person or phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to USDA’s
response and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA Builds Pandemic Support for Certified
Organic and Transitioning Operations

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide pandemic assistance to cover
certification and education expenses to agricultural producers who are certified organic or
transitioning to organic. USDA will make $20 million available through the new Organic and
Transitional Education and Certification Program (OTECP) as part of USDA’s

broader Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative, which provides new, broader and more
equitable opportunities for farmers, ranchers and producers.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, certified organic and transitional operations faced challenges
due to loss of markets, and increased costs and labor shortages, in addition to costs related to
obtaining or renewing their organic certification, which producers and handlers of
conventionally grown commodities do not incur. Transitional operations also faced the
financial challenge of implementing practices required to obtain organic certification without
being able to obtain the premium prices normally received for certified organic

commodities.

Eligible Expenses

OTECP funding is provided through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act
(CARES Act). Certified operations and transitional operations may apply for OTECP for
eligible expenses paid during the 2020, 2021 and 2022 fiscal years. For each year, OTECP
covers 25% of a certified operation’s eligible certification expenses, up to $250 per
certification category (crop, livestock, wild crop, handling and State Organic Program fee).
This includes application fees, inspection fees, USDA organic certification costs, state organic
program fees and more.

Crop and livestock operations transitioning to organic production may be eligible for 75% of a
transitional operation’s eligible expenses, up to $750, for each year. This includes fees
charged by a certifying agent or consultant for pre-certification inspections and development
of an organic system plan.

For both certified operations and transitional operations, OTECP covers 75% of
the registration fees, up to $200, per year, for educational events that include content related
to organic production and handling in order to assist operations in increasing their knowledge
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of production and marketing practices that can improve their operations, increase resilience
and expand available marketing opportunities. Additionally, both certified and transitional

operations may be eligible for 75% of the expense of soil testing required under the National
Organic Program (NOP) to document micronutrient deficiency, not to exceed $100 per year.

Applying for Assistance

Signup for 2020 and 2021 OTECP will be Nov. 8, 2021, through Jan. 7, 2022. Producers
apply through their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office and can also obtain one-on-one
support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. Visit farmers.gov/otecp to learn more.

Applying for Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural
income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups.
Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce
sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and
educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

1. Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a
legal resident alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age
Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements
Be unable to get a loan from other sources

o M DN

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as
outlined above

6. Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under
guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

Linkage Requirements for Payments Received
Under WHIP+ and/or QLA

If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program+ (WHIP+)
or the Quality Loss Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop production and/or quality

losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 2020 crop years, you are required to meet linkage
requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both the 2022 and 2023 crop
years.

When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage
Agreement) was submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop insurance, if
available, or NAP coverage if federal crop insurance is not available. The coverage
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requirement is applicable to the physical location county of the crop that received WHIP+
and/or QLA benefits.

Producers should not delay contacting their federal crop insurance agent or local county FSA
Office to inquire about coverage options, as failure to obtain the applicable coverage by
the sales/application closing date will result in the required refund of WHIP+ benefits
received on the applicable crop, plus interest. You can determine if crops are eligible for
federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA website.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Applying for NAP Payments

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops
unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture,
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native
grass for grazing), among others.

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable
deadline using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application
closing dates vary by crop. Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage
report. Additionally, NAP participants must provide:

e The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an
interest during the crop year

e The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable,
salvaged or used differently than intended

e Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA)

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could
see reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield.

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by
completing Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must
be completed within 15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops and certain
perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent.

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of
Loss and Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year
for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information.
Producers must provide evidence of production and note whether the crop was marketable,
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commaodities for which crop
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
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For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA service center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/nap.

USDA Provides $1.8 Billion to Offset Market
Fluctuations

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is in the process of issuing $1.8 billion in
payments to agricultural producers who enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2020 crop year. These payments provide critical
support to help mitigate fluctuations in either revenue or prices for certain crops. These two
USDA safety-net programs help producers of certain crops build back better after facing the
impacts of COVID-19 and other challenges.

In addition, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is encouraging producers to contact their
local USDA Service Centers to make or change elections and to enroll for 2022 ARC or PLC,
providing future protections against market fluctuations. The election and enrollment period
opened on Oct. 18, 2021 and runs through March 15, 2022.

By the Numbers

More than 1.7 million contracts were signed in 2019. In 2020, producers signed nearly 1.8
million ARC or PLC contracts, and 251 million out of 273 million base acres were enrolled in
the programs. In 2021, signed contracts surpassed 1.8 million.

Since the ARC and PLC were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized by the 2018
Farm Bill, these safety-net programs have paid out more than $32.5 billion to producers of
covered commodities.

2022 Elections and Enrollment

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-CO or PLC, which are both crop-by-crop, or
ARC-IC, which is for the entire farm. Although election changes for 2022 are optional,
producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-
year contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2022, it will be necessary to sign
a new contract.

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2022, the election remains the
same as the 2021 election for crops on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program
unless they have a share interest in the farm.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe,
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain
rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower
seed, and wheat.

Web-Based Decision Tools
In partnership with USDA, the University of lllinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based

decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data
specific to their respective farming operations. Tools include:
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e Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of
lllinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO and
PLC.

e ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M tallows producers
to estimate payments and yield updates and expected payments for 2022.

Crop Insurance Considerations

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes crop
insurance and marketing assistance loans.

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for
some crop insurance products.

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on
farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that crop on
that farm.

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that
farm.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your
local USDA Service Center.

1Y
Georgia State USDA Office

355 E Hancock Avenue
Athens, GA 30601

Phone: 706-546-2266
Fax: 855-409-5735

State Executive Director
Farm Service Agency State Conservationist

Natural Resources Conservation
Arthur L. Tripp, Jr: 706-546-2266 Service
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Terrance O. Rudolph: 706-546-2272

Regional Office Director
Risk Management Agency

Davina Lee: 229-242-7235
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